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" daily great resort of Frenchmen insomuch as already is
esteemed to be five hundred persons; and we be in great
want of corn for their and our sustentation, by reason the
country adjoining is barren " 1. The problem of providing
for the newcomers was accentuated ten years later (1572),
when the massacre of St. Bartholomew caused a great
exodus of Huguenots from their country. None the less,
in course of time the refugees were absorbed into the mass
of the population ; and the national life was enriched and
strengthened by the infusion of new blood. England owes
an immeasurable debt of gratitude to these strangers within
her gates, whose technical skill and expert knowledge
of the industrial arts helped to build up her industrial
supremacy a.
While the Protestant immigration gave a great stimulus Effects O
to the woollen industry, the effects produced in London itself London*
were of an exceptional kind. Here the character of the
weaving industry was transformed : it became largely silk
instead of woollen and linen. The ordinances of the London
Weavers, dated 1577, show that the manufacture of silk was
now their main occupation3. The disturbance of the
industrial system, which naturally resulted from the in-
corporation of a new element, produced unrest in the capital
as elsewhere. A petition of the yeomen Weavers (1595),
exhibiting ' our griefs and injuries * against the immigrant
weavers, has an added interest in the light it throws upon
the condition of the textile industry. It reveals the dominat-
ing position of the capitalist, the expansion of industry in
districts where the writ of the gild did not run, and the
importance of the metropolis as a national market. "The
liberty ", stated the petitioners, which the strangers " have
amongst us is not small ... for they are suffered, and we
are content therewith, though they be none of the Queen's
subjects, to keep houses and servants, to come into our city
to fetch and carry their work, to buy and sell in as ample
manner as any freeman amongst us ; and yet they are not
1 Sussex Arch&ological Collections, xiii. 187 (1562).
*  Cf. infra, vol. iii. 57.
*  Consitt, The London Weavers' Company, i. 127-128.